Wednesday, April 6, 2016

New Signals

When a resident complained she
hadn’t heard of the project, or the
point where the decision was going
to be made, Coe itemized the over-
all number of meetings, which in his
quick estimation was over a dozen,
along with email blasts and updates
on the city website.

The majority of public speakers
at the meeting were neighbors who
live on side streets that intersect at
the crest of Reliez, where one of the
signals will be located. They urged
approval, citing safety reasons, es-
pecially noting the paved path that
serves children and cyclists crosses
from the west to the east side of the
street at that intersection.

One speaker summed it up:
“A traffic light is the only way to
guarantee safe passage, the incon-
venience to the community is mini-
mal.” The other signal will be at the
intersection of Reliez and Olympic
Boulevard.

Both signals would stay on
green roughly 99.4 percent of the
time, Andersson said, only changing
to red when pedestrians or bicyclists
hit the button at the crosswalk or for
cross-traffic from side streets. “Is
that too much to ask?”

“Prepare to stop” signs will
be illuminated on the approach to
the light and the poles will be long
enough to be seen from an adequate
distance.

Rae Eckholm asked the city
council to rely on the independent
opinion of traffic engineering ex-
perts Stantec, who collected and
analyzed data on the corridor and
recommended the installation of
traffic signals. Eckholm pointed out
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that, “we citizens are not traffic engi-
neers.” She said the current situation
doesn’t meet safety regulations and
there is no legitimate reason to ques-
tion the experts who have evaluated
the road.

Another neighbor shared a video
taken just a couple of hours before
the meeting, that demonstrated actu-
al cars blowing through the intersec-
tion at Las Trampas as the flashing
lights were illuminated, complain-
ing they are “constantly ignored.”

If the city does nothing, it could
be liable, due to its knowledge of a
dangerous condition. “The city has
potential (legal) exposure either
way,” said city attorney Mala Subra-
manian, whether a light is installed
or not. She explained that vintage
Reliez Station Road is not necessar-
ily up to the standard that would be
built today.

Mayor Mark Mitchell pointed
out an important change the city re-
cently made in truck weight rules on
Reliez Station Road. Police can now
issue $1,000 citations as an incen-
tive to encourage getting trucks off
that road.

There was also some debate asto
the timing of the project. City engi-
neer Tony Coe wanted the project to
be scheduled for this summer, when
there would be less school traffic
to reduce construction impacts for
the roughly 14,000 cars that use the
road every day. Unfortunately some
of the necessary equipment requires
a three-month lead time prior to
delivery, so he asked the city coun-
cil to approve the purchase of the
items in advance of the construction
project itself going out to bid; they
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would arrive in time to be part of the
summer construction window.

In addition, the decision to order
the estimated $100,000 to $150,000
signal equipment requires the city
commit to the project, since it’s not
possible to cancel the order.

The vast majority of the funding
for the estimated $762,000 project
will come from the Contra Costa
Transportation Authority’s Measure
J Major Streets Program.
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Would you like to CALM DOWN after a STRESSFUL DAY?
Would you like to RECHARGE for the EVENING?
Are you interested in SELF-HEALING?
Simple powerful breath and movement practices adapted from Ancient Traditions.
Lighthearted and joyfully presented by the Blue Pearl Group.

Minimum Donation $10.00 « All Ages Welcome
More Information: David Holland 415-233-2581

Wednesdays | April 13 & May 11| 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM
Lafayette Library | Arts & Sciences Center | 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

April Matthews

IT’S APRIL IN LAMORINDA
FOR REAL ESTATE

Call me when you are ready to sell or buy
a home and want the best results.

925-253-2147

aprilmat@comcast.net

Giving Dreams an Address

CalBRE#01221153 93 Moraga Way, #103, Orinda

wwwivillageassociates.com « www.dreamhomelamorinda.com

Lafayette Gallery Closes
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Instead, the gallery struggled
from the outset at its new location,
contending with the boulevard con-
struction and the rebuild of Bone-
head’s Texas BBQ next door.

“We were having a tough time
making it,” Meredith said. “There
was no money for advertising.
Press releases can only go so far.”

It became a dysfunctional way
to run a business, Miller said. “One
artist leaves, a new one comes in be-
cause they can’t afford to stay. We
were struggling to pay the bills.”

“They asked to lower the rent
by half, but I couldn’t do that,” said
Dave Roberson, managing partner

Photo Nick Marnell

of The Forge, the gallery landlord.
“I couldn’t support their business.
But | offered to let them draw down
on their deposit. They gave me a
60-day notice in February.

“l hated to see them go,” he
said.

According to Miller, two mem-
bers will take over management of
the Diablo Fine Arts Gallery in Wal-
nut Creek, providing a new outlet
for the co-op artists to feature their
work. Roberson said that potential
tenants for the gallery space include
a cafe and a menswear retailer.

“Itts a big loss for
everybody,” Miller said.

Certified Residential
Lamorinda Specialist

16 Years Thriving

Independent Brokerage with

Five Realtors Strong

Alex Gailas

Broker/President

925-788-0229

Selling in 2016?

Call me today! Expert advice is more
essential than ever before.

Alex@AGRealtyl.com

Search MLS at www.AlexGailas.com
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43 Moraga WAy, Ste 203, Orinda
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YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST
Home Care Organization #414700023

Care Indeed is here to provide you or your loved one
with fast, responsive and professional service. We offer
lifestyle assistance which includes: personal care, help
with mobility and simple exercises, companionship,
medication reminders, meal preparation, light house-
keeping, shopping, errands, and transportation.

Our respectful, caring and experienced Caregivers are a
vital health care resource; they are trained to document
activities or services performed in a timely, specific,
accurate and complete manner.

2121 N. California Blvd., Ste. 290
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

(925) 317-3080
www.Carelndeed.com

NEW TO CONCORD!

Luxcury Sentor Living

Assisted Living ® Memory Care

Oakmont Senior Living’s newest project is now under

construction and scheduled to open 1n the late summer of 2016!

Oakmont offers a wellness center and a full-time nurse to assist

with all of your daily living needs in the privacy of your own home.

Restaurant-Style Indoor and Outdoor Dining
Private Movie Theatre ® Day Spa ® Fitness Center
Pet Park ® Resident Gardens and Walking Paths

Assisted Living & Memory Care

Oakmont

of Concord

1401 Civic Court
Concord, CA 94520

925-643-2037

oakmontofconcord.com

Studio, One Bedroom and Two Bedroom

Apartment Homes Now Available for Reservation






